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Jazz pianist, teacher and composer Ron Davis is a versatile artist whose musical ability both spans and encompasses a variety of genres and styles, ranging from swing to post-bop and even classical idioms. Based in Toronto, he performs widely, has written works for full symphony orchestra, has toured world-wide, including a recent 4th successful trip to Asia, and is a virtuoso pianist. With his latest CD, My Mother’s Father’s Song, he embraces both his family’s rich cultural heritage as well as re-engages with the jazz standard, but with a new eye.
Co-produced at the CBC with Dennis Patterson, Ron is joined on the album by bassist Mike Downes and drummer Ted Warren for a total of thirteen tracks which include Harold Arlen & Johnny Mercer’s My Shining Hour, Stevie Wonder’s hit For Once in My Life, James Taylor’s Don’t Let Me Be Lonely Tonight, and Coldplay’s Viva la Vida, among others. Also included on the CD are four original compositions by Ron Davis, including Sergei’s Shuffle, Danza Daniela, Tumba Ron Rumba, and The Climb. The tunes are part of Rhythmaron: The Music of Ron Davis, a deluxe book of Ron’s compositions, released last year. 
However, what sets this album apart from other “standards” albums is the juxtaposition of standards with an unusual focal point of the album, an eponymous song about Ron’s maternal grandfather, the “mother’s father” of the Cd title. There are three versions of the tune, one each for bass solo, piano solo, and the full trio: Bal u Grubego Joska. 

In Ron’s own words:

“A distant time. A different time. Warsaw, Poland. 1930’s. I never really believed my mother, Alice. They were just stories she told. Just stories. About her father’s restaurant in Warsaw. About how political leaders came there regularly. About the restaurant being so well-known that there was a famous song about it. About her father, Joseph,and his restaurant. Sure, Mom. 

“Joseph died before World War II. My mother’s remaining family died during it, in the Shoah. Mom forgot how the song went. No one could confirm her story. Sure, Mom. 

“Then... a few years ago, at the Polish pavilion at a fair, she was bending another ear, the clerk’s, about her father’s song. Then and there, the tale became the truth. The clerk pulled out a book of Polish music. There it was. Bal u Grubego Joska – “Party at Fat Joe’s” (the song is also known as Bal na Gnojnej).  That was the grandfather I never met: Fat Joe, Joseph Ladowsky. And the lyrics celebrate his famous restaurant in Warsaw. And the political leaders there. Just as Mom always said. I showed the sheet music to some Polish friends. It is a famous song in Poland. My mother’s tale was all true. I should never have doubted Mom.

“A lifetime later, I’m happy and honored to record Bal u grubego Joska, my mother’s father’s song. I’m happy and honored that my mother, Alice, is alive to hear the recording. The solo piano version of the song, which I call Piano Lament, was the last music recorded for this project. 12 hours later, my father Alex, 85 years of age, married to my mother for 62 years, a survivor of the Shoah, died.

“I humbly dedicate this recording to my mother Alice Davis. To Grubego Joska, Joe Ladowsky, the grandfather I never met. And to my father Alex Davis.”
My Mother's Father's Song is available for purchase through www.rondavismusic.com, or at www.cdfreedom.com/artists/rondavis/, itunes and CDBaby.com
Davis will celebrate the release with a launch party on May 27 with the trio at Canada’s renowned Hugh’s Room in Toronto. For additional information, visit www.rondavismusic.com.
Ron Davis Biography

Versatile pianist, composer, arranger, blogger and teacher, RON DAVIS has achieved international acclaim as a virtuoso of wide ranging talent. His music is rooted in the swing and post-bop traditions, influenced by Art Tatum and Thelonious Monk. Active and popular on the jazz scene, Ron has played across the world, including four tours of Asia. In Canada, Ron’s home, he is known as a dazzling musician and entertaining performer. 

Ron has released six recordings. His seventh, My Mother’s Father’s Song is the latest and is due for release on May 27, 2010. Co-produced at the CBC with Dennis Patterson, My Mother’s Father’s Song includes bassist Mike Downes and drummer Ted Warren, it’s Ron’s first all-trio recording. The thirteen tracks include Arlen & Mercer's My Shining Hour, Stevie Wonder's hit For Once in My Life, James Taylor's Don't Let Me Be Lonely Tonight, and Coldplay's Viva la Vida. What sets this album apart though, is Ron’s emotional embrace with his family's rich cultural heritage, through the Polish song, Bal u Grabego Joska, which is about Ron’s maternal grandfather, the "mother's father" of the CD title.
An active blogger, Ron’s blog, Pianobabbler (pianobabbler.com), features his scintillating writing style blended with astute insights into music and issues. He also writes keyboard columns for Canadian Musician magazine.

In the orchestral world, Ron’s ambitious new project, Symphronica (symphronica.com), has brought his unique sense of rhythm, melody and color to the orchestral landscape and has generated numerous collaborations with symphony orchestras. Ron has also hosted and performed in several influential jazz series including Ron Davis and Friends at the legendary Old Mill Inn, and the weekly gate 403 Jam session. In addition, Ron has established a successful series of business workshops, Playing Along to Surpass (playingalongtosurpass.com), which empower and enable busy workplace professionals to succeed through the performance techniques of jazz musicians.
Ron began playing piano at a very early age, and studied music in his teens with the late pianist Darwyn Aitken, a pupil of classical piano great David Saperton and jazz legend Oscar Peterson. Ron also studied at the Royal Conservatory of Music where he studied with Barbara Wharram and Margaret Parsons Poole. Ron has had other lives, including as a lawyer, and as an Assistant Professor at the University of Toronto, where he earned a PhD in French linguistics. 
Ron’s community work includes serving on the Executive Committee of the Glenn Gould Foundation Board of Directors. He is involved in numerous charities, notably Peacebuilders International, and Feed the Hungry. He served as co-Producer of Jazz for Herbie, an annual benefit the SickKids Hospital Foundation, helping children all over the world in medical need. 

Critical Acclaim

Ron’s 2008 recording The Bestseller, generated significant critical acclaim, including:

“Splendid... killer playing!” –Toronto Sun. No. 1 on Earshot’s and ChartAttack’s national jazz radio charts. Best of 2008: JAZZ.FM, Soundproofmagazine.
 Subarashii Live (2007) is a nod to Japan, where Ron spent several months as a Visiting Scholar and an Arts Fellow. The CD reached number 1 on ChartAttack’s national jazz radio charts.

“Overall rating: awesome!” –WholeNote Magazine. 
 Shimmering Rhythm (2005) is a brilliant blend of jazz, classical, klezmer and world music:

“A tour de force ten times over!” –All About Jazz, Top 10 of 2005 –CBC, JAZZ. FM, CODA Magazine. 
  Mungle Music (2004) a versatile blend of Ron’s own music, classical forms and standards, received wide acclaim: 

“A brilliant album!” –The Live Music Report. Best of 2004 –CBC Radio and CODA Magazine. So Much (2003) with singer Lori Cullen: nominated Jazz Recording of the Year for the Canadian Independent Music Awards. Cdbaby’s “jaw dropping” front page choice. 
  “The artistry of Ron Davis is revealed not solely by his plavfulisess on the piano. but all the more by his creative decisions as leader.” Wholenote Magazine (February 2009)

“One of the city’s most talented jazz composers and pianists.” On The Beat Diesel Jazz (November 2008)

"Exceptionally gifted and eclectic, Toronto pianist Ron Davis seems like the living incarnation of the perpetuum mobile, buzzing from flower to flower following his successive projects as they emerge, straight from the heart.” L’Express (October 2007)

"On every song of this new album, Subarashii Live, we hear Ron's great virtuosity, and he made sure to compose songs where all his musicians sounded their best! You must buy this CD!” Radio Canada
"You would be wise to look up [Ron Davis'] music. Right now he very well may be the most gifted pianist in Canada." www.rivetingriffs.com, (March 2010)
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CD TRACK LISTING

1. Viva la Vida (G. R. Berryman, J. M. Buckland, W. Champion, C. A. J. Martin) (3:47)

2. The Climb (Ron Davis) (2:52)

3. Sergei's Shuffle (Ron Davis) (2:36)

4. Danza Daniela (Ron Davis) (5:57)

5. La Mer (C. Trenet) (4:56)

6. My Shining Hour (H. Arlen, J. Mercer) (3:21)

7. Tumba Ron Rumba (Ron Davis) (4:18)

8. Bal u Grubego Joska (Bass Lament) (F. Gordon, J. Krzewiński, L. Brodziński) (0:45)

9. Bal u Grubego Joska (F. Gordon, J. Krzewiński, L. Brodziński) (3:16)

10. Don't Let Me Be Lonely Tonight (J. Taylor) (4:45)

11. For Once in My Life (R. Miller, O. Murden) (3:04)

12. You Needed Me (R. Goodrum) (5:33)

13. Bal u Grubego Joska (Piano Lament) (F. Gordon, J. Krzewiński, L. Brodziński)  (2:53)

Ron Davis – piano

Mike Downes – bass

Ted Warren - drums

Producers: Dennis Patterson and Ron Davis 

Engineering, Editing, Mixing: Dennis Patterson

Mastering: George Seara

Assistant Engineering: Daniel Gray

Cover Design: Zab Design

Recorded May 19 and 20, 2009 in Studio 211, CBC Toronto.
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