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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LUMINATO’S EDUCATION AND OUTREACH PROGRAMMING ENGAGES ALL AGES
TORONTO (April 6, 2010) – Luminato, Toronto Festival of Arts and Creativity, presents its 2010 education and outreach programs featuring artist-in-the-school programs, youth outreach events, and free family-friendly programming. Dance parties, drama workshops, and artistic discussions enhance the Luminato community experience. Luminato 2010 takes place June 11-20, 2010. 
New to the Festival this year, Luminato and Soundstreams Canada invite emerging composers from around the world to create the first official Luminato fanfare. The winning piece of ceremonial music will be performed at events throughout June 11-20. More information can be found at luminato.com.
Building on the Festival’s commitment to accessibility, Luminato’s education and outreach programs offer multi-disciplinary arts experiences for students, teachers, youth and families.  Each year, Luminato offers workshops, in-school programs, youth arts projects and community-based artistic discussions and events encouraging interactive participation and meaningful engagement with the Festival’s programming.
This year’s education and outreach programs include an outdoor dance performance in Regent Park by Coleman Lemieux & Compagnie, as well as interactive discussions and workshops in partnership with the Toronto Public Library. Through partnerships with selected schools and specialty programs in Toronto, Luminato also offers students from grades kindergarten to 12 experiential workshops, artist-in-the-school visits, and hands-on instruction in the arts of writing, photography, and illusion.
“Since its inception, Luminato’s Associate Director of Education and Outreach, Jessica Dargo Caplan, has created a wonderful program that engages a wide range of Toronto community organizations,” says Luminato’s Artistic Director Chris Lorway. “This year’s partnership with Coleman Lemieux and Compagnie is a great example of how the Festival is able to merge world-class artists and site-specific work commissioned with and created by the people of Toronto.”

Luminato’s education and outreach programs are generously supported by the Ontario Trillium Foundation, with additional support from the Candy Lee / Sidney Lee Dream Foundation.
Complete 2010 Luminato education and outreach programs 

ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE
Coleman Lemieux & Compagnie

Innovative and highly acclaimed contemporary dance group Coleman Lemieux & Compagnie (CLC) create a new site-specific performance piece to commemorate Nelson Mandela Park Public School in Regent Park before the school temporarily closes. Husband and wife choreographers Bill Coleman and Laurence Lemieux lead one of Canada’s most eclectic, daring, and technically sophisticated dance companies. Now, as part of a multi-year Luminato residency, Festival spectators and residents of the community alike share in this vibrant neighbourhood dance event commissioned by Luminato.
Saturday, June 12 at Nelson Mandela Park Public School, 1 PM, FREE
FAMILY PROGRAMS
Family Dance Party  

A family-friendly dance party invites kids to enjoy artist-led workshops and dance to the tunes of DJ Fase. The craft workshop is inspired by the fanciful, colourful designs of Miami-based art collective FriendsWithYou’s Wish Come True Festival, an installation of colourful spinning creatures and inflatable characters at Queen’s Park. Produced in association with Bunch Family.
Saturday, June 12 at Yonge-Dundas Square, 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM
FREE
FriendsWithYou Family Program

Families participate in hands-on workshops at library branches across the city to create characters inspired by the Wish Come True Festival’s public art installations. Registration is required. Recommended for children aged three and up, and their families. Maximum number of participants: 25 children per branch. For more information, visit luminato.com/education. Produced in association with the Toronto Public Library. 
Toronto Public Library locations:

Tuesday, June 15 at 10:00 AM:  Parliament Branch (269 Gerrard St. E.)
Wednesday, June 16 at 2:00 PM: Flemingdon Park Branch (29 St. Denis Dr.)
Friday, June 18 at 2:00 PM:  Bloor/Gladstone Branch (1101 Bloor St. W.) 

Saturday, June 19 at 10:00 AM: Morningside Branch (4279 Lawrence Ave. E.)
FREE

Luminato Family Activity Guide

The Luminato Family Activity Guide is designed to extend the Luminato experience with behind-the-scenes information and activities supporting the Festival’s performances, events, and celebrations. This comprehensive resource also highlights all of Luminato’s family-friendly performances and events offered throughout the 10 days of the Festival. The guide is currently available at Toronto Public Library branches and, in June, will be available at various Luminato locations and as a free download from luminato.com. 
LUMINATO IN THE SCHOOLS
Luminato offers students special access to experiential workshops, artist-in-the-school visits, presentations and discussions. 

A Toronto Alphabet

Building on the Festival’s curatorial thread of East/West perceptions, students in grades four and five at Nelson Mandela Park Public School in Regent Park, and Queen Victoria Public School in Parkdale, explore their neighbourhoods through writing and photography workshops inspired by the new children’s book City Alphabet by Joanne Schwartz and Matt Beam. The students’ images and written work will be published in a children’s book to be distributed to selected schools across the city of Toronto. During the Festival, authors from the Luminato Literary Program, including Roddy Doyle, founder of the youth writing centre Fighting Words Dublin, will visit the participating students for a creative exchange and discussion. In partnership with Small Print.
The Africa Trilogy 
Using the diverse narratives of Volcano’s The Africa Trilogy as a framework to explore Western perceptions of Africa, students and teachers participate in music and drama workshops.  Selected members of The Africa Trilogy’s creative team lead in-school performances, workshops, and discussions.
Wish Come True Festival 

Students at Nelson Mandela Park Public School and Regent Park/Duke of York Junior Public School collaborate on a public art installation by creating characters inspired by FriendsWithYou’s Wish Come True Festival. 
YOUTH OUTREACH
ArtHeart

In partnership with ArtHeart Community Art Centre, youth participants create a collaborative soft sculpture, exploring the intersection of art and play. 

Magicana: My Magic Hands

Luminato and Magicana offer a magic program for children ages eight to 14. For eight weeks, a professional magician teaches students the secrets of magic and the art of performing illusions. The program culminates with A Big Show, a performance recital for the students featuring special guest and master magician Bob Sheets. In partnership with Big Brothers & Big Sisters Toronto, Bloorview Kids Rehab, and the Learning Enrichment Foundation. Sheets appears as a part of the Masters of Magic program produced in association with Magicana at Luminato 2010, which is generously supported by the Slaight Family.

Pop Diva

Building on Luminato’s 2010 celebration of the diva figure in music, students in grades 10-12 from the Regent Park Youth Media Arts Centre explore the cultural significance of Pop Diva icons through specialty writing workshops with New York-based music writer and critic Jody Rosen and The Globe and Mail editor and critic Carl Wilson. Student interviews with some of Luminato’s performers will be published in a diva issue of Catch Da Flava magazine. In addition to their written work, participating students will assist with the production of a youth illuminations program, a panel discussion with leading music writers and musicians, focusing on the idea of the Pop Diva. 
Seneca College Viral Video Collaboration

Marketing and communications students from Seneca College pitch Luminato-themed video concepts for the chance to be part of Luminato’s 2010 marketing campaign. The winning team produces their video with the support and mentorship of the Luminato marketing team and Endeavour Marketing.
Uth Ink
Working with professional playwright Alicia Payne, high school students from the Pathways to Education program in Regent Park write, recite, and record a play about their neighbourhood. The resulting recording will be part of a site-specific sign installation in Regent Park where members of the public are invited to call in and listen to the plays on their cellphones. Produced in partnership with the Playwrights Guild of Canada, [murmur] and Uth Ink (uthinkers.ca).
LUMINATO AT THE TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY
Produced in association with the Toronto Public Library. 

The Africa Trilogy Workshop
Selected members of The Africa Trilogy’s creative team lead an interactive discussion and drama workshop using the diverse narratives of the play as a framework to explore Western perceptions of Africa. Registration is required; maximum 25 participants. For more information, visit luminato.com/education.
Friday, June 18, 12:00 PM at Toronto Public Libraries Malvern Branch, 30 Sewells Rd.
FREE

Writing East/West Toronto

Youth from selected Toronto Public Library Youth Advisory Groups participate in a writing workshop with selected authors from the East/West in Canadian Fiction literary program to explore personal connections to their neighbourhoods through their own voices and East/West perspectives. Written selections will be published on luminato.com.
Youth Ambassador Program
Youth volunteers photograph Luminato’s event volunteers as they welcome and engage Festival-goers, and participate in the Festival’s weekend celebrations. As part of this hands-on program, participating youth receive training in photography prior to the Festival in a series of workshops, followed by a series of assignments during the opening and closing weekends. The Youth Ambassador Program is presented with support from Ontario Trillium Foundation and Manulife Financial.
COMMUNITY OUTREACH

ArtHeart Community Art Centre

Adult participants have the opportunity to meet the FriendsWithYou visual arts collective and discuss the creative process and FriendsWithYou’s joyful and experiential approach to art.
Fanfare Project

Luminato and Soundstreams Canada invite emerging composers to create an original fanfare and hear it performed at events throughout Luminato June 11-20. The first official Luminato fanfare will accompany the Rainbow King, the ruler of the world created by Festival artists FriendsWithYou. The contest ends at 11:59:59 p.m. EST on April 23, no purchase necessary. For more information visit: http://www.luminato.com/2010/fanfare.
ABOUT LUMINATO

For 10 extraordinary days in June, Toronto’s stages, streets, and public spaces are illuminated with arts and creativity. Luminato is an annual multi-disciplinary celebration of theatre, literature, music, food, dance, celebrations, visual arts, fashion, film, and magic. 
For more information, visit luminato.com. Tickets will be available at 10:00 AM, April 15 through all Ticketmaster outlets (call 416-872-1111 or visit www.ticketmaster.ca).

Luminato gratefully acknowledges the generous support and vision of its Luminaries, SuperNova donors, and Patron Circle Members; corporate partners; the presenting partner, L’Oréal; the dedicated government partners; and major media partners.

Luminato Partners: L’Oréal, TELUS, National Bank Financial Group, President’s Choice, OLG, Manulife Financial, Scotiabank Group, Aeroplan, Mill Street Brewery, Porter Airlines.
Government Partners: The Government of Ontario, Government of Canada – Department of Canadian Heritage, City of Toronto, Ontario Arts Council, The British Council, The Consulate General of Spain, The Consulate General of Australia.

Foundation Partners: Ontario Trillium Foundation, The Hal Jackman Foundation, The McLean Foundation, Candy Lee/The Sidney Lee Dream Foundation, The John McKellar Charitable Foundation.

Major Media Partners: CTV, The Globe and Mail, Cineplex, Toronto Star, The Weather Network, Tourism Toronto, St. Joseph Communications, Telelatino Network.
This list represents commitments as of March 18, 2010.
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For media inquiries, please contact:

Laura Barron, Manager, Media Relations and Communications

O: 416-368-3100 ext. 242   C: 416-271-2402   E: lbarron@luminato.com
Nick Poirier, Publicist

O: 416-368-3100 ext. 253   C: 416-807-5345   E: npoirier@luminato.com 

Katie Saunoris, Publicity Coordinator

O: 416-368-3100 ext. 261   E: pr@luminato.com
