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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
LUMINATO ANNOUNCES ITS 

OPENING AND CLOSING WEEKEND EVENTS
TORONTO (March 30, 2010) – Luminato, Toronto Festival of Arts and Creativity, announces more of its free opening and closing weekend celebrations, including big concerts, dance parties, and large-scale art installations. Closing weekend festivities also include a feast of culinary creations in Queen’s Park from Toronto’s best chefs. Luminato 2010 takes place June 11-20, 2010. 
This June on Luminato’s opening weekend, Yonge-Dundas Square becomes a hub of Luminato activity and the scene of Luminato First Night, on the Festival’s opening night, Friday, June 11. This free live outdoor concert features up-and-coming R&B singer, Grammy and Juno nominee, Melanie Fiona and Juno Award-winner Sass Jordan. The music and dancing continue from Saturday, June 12 to Wednesday, June 16, with the return of Luminato’s Light On Your Feet, a program of free nightly concerts celebrating empowered musical divas. Light On Your Feet features a diverse musical style each night, including Bollywood, Latin, Drag, ‘80s music, and Japanese Pop. 
Closing weekend celebrations in Queen’s Park features the return of President’s Choice® 1000 Tastes of Toronto™, showcasing the food of Toronto’s top chefs  for $5 a dish, including creations from celebrated chef Susur Lee’s restaurants Lee and Madeline’s. Other closing weekend highlights in Queen’s Park as previously announced include FriendsWithYou’s Wish Come True Festival, a world of colourful lounge areas, interactive bounce castles, and 12-metre high inflatable characters. There are also two free concerts in the park: Global Music: Rock The Casbah & An African Prom featuring Béla Fleck and National Bank Festival: Global Divas and Global Blues featuring Razia Said with Juno Award-winner Madagascar Slim. Luminato’s closing weekend celebrations continue in the Distillery Historic District with the Waves Festival at the Young Centre for the Performing Arts, showcasing a vast array of new multidisciplinary work by over 100 of Toronto’s artists. 
“Our opening and closing weekends offer an abundance of free concerts, art installations and great food,” says Luminato’s Artistic Director Chris Lorway. “Luminato 2010 truly offers accessible programming to suit everyone’s taste.” 
Luminato First Night

R&B star Melanie Fiona and rocker Sass Jordan headline a celebration of Canadian divas for Luminato First Night, Luminato’s free opening-night concert in Yonge-Dundas Square. Juno Award-winning rocker Jordan shares the bill with Toronto-born singer-songwriter Fiona, a 2010 Juno nominee for her single Give it to Me Right. Fiona’s other chart-topping song, It Kills Me, recently earned her a 2010 Grammy nomination for Best Female R&B Vocal Performance. Yonge-Dundas Square becomes a dance-floor for Festival-goers in celebration of Luminato’s opening night, while Mill Street’s onsite pub offers food and drink. Luminato First Night is presented by TELUS with additional support from L’Oréal Paris. Major media partner: Metro. 
Friday, June 11 at Yonge-Dundas Square, 7 PM – 11 PM
FREE

Light On Your Feet

Luminato’s series of nightly concerts in Yonge-Dundas Square encourages Festival-goers to embrace their inner divas. This cross-cultural celebration of musical women features performances by the top Latin, Drag, Bollywood, ’80s, and Japanese pop (J-pop) artists from around the world. The lineup for these shows will be announced in the coming weeks. Latin divas is produced in association with the Salsa Festival Group. Its major media partner is Telelatino. Bollywood divas is produced in association with Masala! Mehndi! Masti! Its marketing partner is Asian Television Network. Light On Your Feet is presented by OLG with support from L’Oréal Paris, Maybelline New York, and shu uemura. The major media partners for Light On Your Feet are CTV and The Globe and Mail.

Saturday, June 12 – Wednesday, June 16 at Yonge-Dundas Square, 7 PM – 11 PM
FREE
“OLG is excited to return as a partner of Luminato because they do such a great job of connecting communities through arts and music,” says Rob Moore, Senior Vice-President at OLG. "We're looking forward to building on last year’s success and bringing a great live music experience to Toronto.”
President’s Choice® 1000 Tastes of Toronto™
Luminato once again showcases some of the best chefs in the city on the Festival’s closing weekend as the city’s top restaurateurs turn street eats into a favourite Luminato attraction. Each chef offers high-end food at a low cost with each individual item priced at $5. This year’s lineup up includes dishes from Susur Lee’s restaurants Lee and Madeline’s, with additional participating restaurants soon to be announced. Presented in partnership with President’s Choice®. Media partner: Toronto Life. 
Saturday, June 19 at Queen’s Park, 12 PM to 9 PM; Sunday, June 20 from 12 PM to 6 PM
FREE access, each food item is $5
Waves Festival

Building on the success of last year’s inaugural event, the Young Centre’s 12 Resident Artists have again brought together a vast array of new multidisciplinary work by over 100 of their Toronto peers. Filling every corner of the Young Centre for the Performing Arts, and ranging from short theatre, dance, and music performances to innovative mixed-media work, the Waves Festival is a cultural celebration of the arts in Toronto. Produced in association with the Young Centre for the Performing Arts.   
Friday, June 18 (6 – 10 PM), Saturday, June 19 (2 – 10 PM), and Sunday, June 20 (1 – 6 PM) at the Young Centre for the Performing Arts

FREE

ABOUT LUMINATO

For 10 extraordinary days in June, Toronto’s stages, streets, and public spaces are illuminated with arts and creativity. Luminato is an annual multi-disciplinary celebration of theatre, literature, music, food, dance, celebrations, visual arts, fashion, film, and magic. 
For more information, visit luminato.com. Tickets will be available at 10:00 AM, April 15 through all Ticketmaster outlets (call 416-872-1111 or visit www.ticketmaster.ca).

Luminato gratefully acknowledges the generous support and vision of its Luminaries, SuperNova donors, and Patron Circle Members; corporate partners; the presenting partner, L’Oréal; the dedicated government partners; and major media partners.

Luminato Partners: L’Oréal, TELUS, National Bank Financial Group, President’s Choice, OLG, Manulife Financial, Scotiabank Group, Aeroplan, Mill Street Brewery, Porter Airlines.
Government Partners: The Government of Ontario, Government of Canada – Department of Canadian Heritage, City of Toronto, Ontario Arts Council, The British Council, The Consulate General of Spain, The Consulate General of Australia.

Foundation Partners: Ontario Trillium Foundation, The Hal Jackman Foundation, The McLean Foundation, Candy Lee/The Sidney Lee Dream Foundation, The John McKellar Charitable Foundation.

Major Media Partners: CTV, The Globe and Mail, Cineplex, Toronto Star, The Weather Network, Tourism Toronto, St. Joseph Communications, Telelatino Network.
This list represents commitments as of March 18, 2010.
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For media inquiries, please contact:

Laura Barron, Manager, Media Relations and Communications

O: 416-368-3100 ext. 242

C: 416-271-2402

E: lbarron@luminato.com
Nick Poirier, Publicist

O: 416-368-3100 ext. 253

C: 416-807-5345

E: npoirier@luminato.com 

Katie Saunoris, Publicity Coordinator

O: 416-368-3100 ext. 261

E: pr@luminato.com
