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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
LUMINATO ANNOUNCES ILLUMINATIONS, 
FILM, AND MAGIC PROGRAMMING
TORONTO (March 23, 2010) – Luminato, Toronto Festival of Arts and Creativity, offers an abundance of free events providing access to art and artists with its 2010 illuminations and film lineup, plus a new ticketed magic program. Daring magic tricks, free film screenings, and intimate discussions with Luminato artists complement the Festival experience. Luminato 2010 takes place June 11-20, 2010. Tickets go on sale April 15. 

New to Luminato, Masters of Magic brings the art of magic to Toronto’s streets and stages. Four world-renowned magicians – Spain’s master illusionist Juan Tamariz (performing in three languages), mentalist Max Maven, Las Vegas mainstay Mac King, and roaming magician Bob Sheets – will demonstrate their well-honed skills, from improvisation to mind reading. Sheets will perform several free magic shows at Luminato’s outdoor locations. 
“Luminato brings magic to all audiences with thrilling shows in several languages and a roaming magician performing illusions for free,” says Luminato’s Artistic Director Chris Lorway. “It’s yet another way Luminato’s unexpected encounters with art will surprise and delight Festival-goers.” 

Luminato’s free Lunchtime Conversations series provides Festival-goers the opportunity to engage Luminato artists in in-depth discussions on a wide-array of creative topics. Luminato’s Illuminations series also emphasizes free programming through open and enlightening presentations designed to enrich and enhance Festival programming. Janet Cardiff and George Bures Miller discuss their large-scale experimental installations, and Béla Fleck and Bassekou Kouyate reflect on the nature of their musical collaboration, while playwright Binyavanga Wainaina and Canadian physician James Orbinski focus on the relationship between African art and larger social issues affecting the continent.
“Luminato 2010 offers free talks, screenings, and performances that make art accessible,” says Luminato’s CEO Janice Price. “Giving direct access to respected artists in venues and public spaces enhances the Luminato experience and reflects our commitment to providing high quality free programming.”

Masters of Magic

Four of the world’s master magicians come to Luminato this summer to highlight one of the world’s oldest performing arts. Spain’s Juan Tamariz demonstrates his skillful minimalist and improvisational magic, and performs one show each in Spanish, English, and French. Charismatic mentalist Max Maven, once described by Orson Welles as “the most original mind in magic,” displays his skill as a master mind reader, while Mac King, a humourist with a magical bent, uses his blend of magic and comedy to enchant all ages. Meanwhile, Bob Sheets brings his own brand of manic comic showmanship to the streets of Toronto in a series of free performances. Produced in association with Magicana and made possible by generous support from The Slaight Family through Luminato’s SuperNova Program Development Fund. Tamariz’ performance is supported by The Consulate General of Spain. 
Juan Tamariz: Thursday, June 17 (Spanish), Saturday, June 19 (English), Sunday, June 20 (French); Max Maven: Friday, June 18; Mac King: Saturday, June 19 and Sunday, June 20 at the Panasonic Theatre: $35, $45
Bob Sheets: Thursday, June 17 - Sunday, June 20, FREE (various Festival locations)
Illuminations 

Luminato’s Illuminations series features encounters with artists participating in the 2010 Festival. 

Throw Down Your Heart - Film Screening and Discussion
Béla Fleck and Bassekou Kouyate, featured performers in this year’s Global Music: Rock the Casbah & An African Prom, discuss their musical collaboration. This conversation is preceded by a screening of Sascha Paladino’s documentary Throw Down Your Heart, which follows Fleck as he travels to Uganda, Tanzania, Mali, and the Gambia to explore the banjo’s African roots. 
Saturday, June 12 at the Isabel Bader Theatre, Screening: 10:30 AM, Artist Talk: Noon - 1:00 PM
$15

In Conversation with Cardiff/Miller

Canadian artists Janet Cardiff and George Bures Miller, creators of the installation Ship O’ Fools, have won international acclaim for the way in which their use of technology and illusion immerses viewers within the alternate worlds they create. Hear them discuss the work that has intrigued the minds and delighted the senses of spectators and participants throughout the world. In partnership with the Performance Studies International Conference (PSi16), York University, and OCAD
Sunday, June 13, Ontario College of Art & Design, 4:00 PM – 5:30 PM
FREE
African Issues and the Challenge of Artistic Response

Binyavanga Wainaina, playwright of The Africa Trilogy’s “Shine Your Eye” and Director of the Chinua Achebe Centre for African Literature at Bard College, and James Orbinski, writer, doctor, and former head of the Nobel-prize winning Médecins Sans Frontières, discuss African issues and the place of artistic response. In partnership with the University of Toronto's Centre for Ethics.
Sunday, June 13, George Ignatieff Hall, University of Toronto, 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM
FREE
Pop Divas

From Judy Garland to Lady Gaga, the goddesses of popular music have always held a special fascination with followers of pop culture. A panel of leading music writers and critics, as well as performers from this year’s Festival, take a look at the pop diva phenomenon. Pop Divas is programmed and produced by a selected group of high school students from Regent Park Focus Youth Media Arts Centre and produced in association with Regent Park Focus Youth Media Arts Centre. This discussion is presented in partnership with the Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre.
Saturday, June 19, Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre, 11:00 AM
FREE
Bamako in Toronto
Timed to coincide with Volcano’s The Africa Trilogy, this collection of images from Africa’s foremost contemporary photography festival testifies to the sophistication and range of a rising generation of photographers from across the continent. This presentation is a rare chance to catch a glimpse of contemporary Africa as seen through the lenses of some of the continent’s hottest photographers. Co-presented by Volcano, Ryerson Gallery and Research Centre, Autograph ABP, and the Gladstone Hotel. Curated by Mark Sealy, Director of London’s Autograph ABP agency. Made possible with the support of the Ontario Trillium Foundation, and with the cooperation of the Michael Stevenson Gallery, Cape Town.
June 3 - August 2, Gladstone Hotel (3rd and 4th floor), 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

FREE
Lunchtime Conversations
Luminato artists gather in Yorkville each day of the Festival for a series of lunchtime discussions at the flagship ROOTS, 100 Bloor Street West, 2nd floor, at 12:30 PM, FREE. 
Friday, June 11: Festival Overview
A conversation about Luminato’s 2010 program choices with Artistic Director Chris Lorway and Festival producers and curators.
Saturday, June 12: Dark Star Requiem

Poet and librettist Jill Battson joins Wayne Strongman, Managing Artistic Director of Tapestry New Opera Works, and Roman Borys of the Gryphon Trio, along with other members of the artistic team, to discuss their new oratorio on the history of HIV/AIDS.
Sunday, June 13: Two Faced Bastard
Artistic Director Gideon Obarzanek and other members of Australia’s acclaimed contemporary dance company Chunky Move share insights into their production’s exploration of duality in modern society and their blending of theatre and dance.
Monday, June 14: One Pure Longing

Performer and director Erika Batdorf speaks with producer Paul Shaw and designer Bretta Gerecke about Batdorf’s use of the “three-dimensional poetry” of words, music, and movement to tell the story of Persian poet Táhirih and her relationship to the women’s rights movement. 
Tuesday, June 15: Africadian Literature
Building on the Festival’s East/West theme, esteemed Canadian poet and playwright George Elliott Clarke explores the relationship between literature and the African-Canadian communities of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.
Wednesday, June 16: Rights in the Arts
Luminato artists Erika Batdorf of One Pure Longing, Anthony Black of Homage, and magician David Ben discuss this year's Festival themes of artists' rights and intellectual property.
Thursday, June 17: Best Before

Helgard Haug and other members of Germany’s Rimini Protokoll discuss their trademark “reality trend” theatre, exemplified by their use of audience participation to create a simulated setting that blurs the boundary between reality and fiction.
Friday, June 18: Homage
Christian Barry and Anthony Black, Artistic Directors of 2b theatre company, speak about their dramatic portrayal of advertising executive-turned-sculptor Haydn Davies, while Trevor Davies, Haydn’s son, shares his thoughts about his father’s legacy.
Saturday, June 19: Wish Come True Festival
Members of the Miami-based design collective FriendsWithYou – Arturo Sandoval II and Sam Borkson – discuss their unique character-based installations focusing on friendship and creativity.
The Luminato Reel
Luminato and the National Film Board of Canada present free film screenings of documentaries that follow the creation of Luminato presentations, films that inspired the festival programming, and supplementary work from Luminato artists. Saturday, June 12 - Sunday, June 13, Tuesday June 15, Thursday, June 17, Saturday, June 19 – Sunday, June 20, National Film Board, 150 John Street, FREE

SATURDAY, JUNE 12 – SPOTLIGHT ON AFRICA & SPOTLIGHT ON OPENING WEEKEND

11:00 AM: River of Sand (50 minutes) [Unrated]
As seen through the eyes of legendary Canadian singer/songwriter Bruce Cockburn, River of Sand is a heartfelt evocation of the music, culture and people of Mali, West Africa. 
12:30 PM: AIDS In Africa Double Feature (60 minutes) [Unrated]
Stephen Lewis: The Man Who Couldn’t Sleep 
The Bicycle: Fighting AIDS with Community Medicine

Two different stories that explore the AIDS crisis in Africa. First Stephen Lewis is shown on his relentless journey on one of his last missions as UN Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Africa. Then, Pax Chingawale, a victim of the disease himself, provides an intimate look at AIDS, as he pedals his bike over 20km a day through 20 villages in southern Malawi. These inspirational stories demonstrate how local communities and global medical experts can join together to combat the world’s deadliest pandemic. 

2:00 PM: Sembène: The Making of African Cinema (60 minutes) [Unrated]

Directed by Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o, this documentary follows the legendary Senagalese

Sembène Ousmane on his journey as a filmmaker, discussing his career and craft. The film follows Ousmane from the Pan African Film Festival in Ouagadougou, in Burkina Faso, and on the streets of Dakar.
3:30 PM: A Chunky Move Double Feature (50 minutes) [Unrated]

Dance Like Your Old Man

Just Add Water 

A look at two works from Australian Dance company Chunky Move. In Dance Like Your Old Man, Chunky Move explores the relationship between fathers and daughters. Just Add Water examines the pressures and tensions leading up to the premiere of Chunky Move’s newest full length work Hydra. 
5:00 PM: Leonard Bernstein Conducts West Side Story (The Making of West Side Story) (90 minutes) [Unrated]

This comprehensive documentary follows Leonard Bernstein in 1984 as he records the first ever complete score of his musical theatre masterpiece, West Side Story.

7:00 PM: Making of The Infernal Comedy (35 minutes) [Unrated]

This documentary covers rehearsals of the play in Vienna while providing insight into the life of John Unterweger, as played by film icon John Malkovich.

8:00 PM: Being John Malkovich (112 minutes) [R]

A puppeteer discovers a door in his office that allows him to enter the mind and life of John Malkovich. He and his co-worker promptly set out to exploit this discovery. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 13 – SPOTLIGHT ON PRIMA DONNA

5:00 PM: All I Want: A Portrait of Rufus Wainwright (60 minutes) [Unrated]

A portrait of the singer as he recounts his Montreal childhood, New York breakthrough, and his subsequent successes worldwide. Openly gay, Wainwright provides a frank and revealing look at his life, including going temporarily blind from drug problems. 
6:30 PM: Imagine: Rufus Wainwright, Prima Donna (55 minutes) [Unrated]

Rufus Wainwright talks about his entrance into the classical music world with his first opera, Prima Donna.

8:00 PM: Rufus! Rufus! Rufus! Does Judy! Judy! Judy! Live at the London Palladium (135                            
             minutes) [Unrated]

Rufus Wainwright sings alongside a 36-piece orchestra, re-creating Judy Garland’s infamous 1961 concert at Carnegie Hall.

TUESDAY, JUNE 15 – SPOTLIGHT ON MID-WEEK PROGRAMMING

7:00 PM: My Beat: The Life and Times of Bruce Cockburn (48 minutes) [Unrated]

The career of legendary Canadian music icon Bruce Cockburn has touched the hearts and challenged the minds of listeners around the globe. From his early days as an aspiring musician to his recent induction into the Canadian Music Hall of Fame, this documentary explores the life and passion of Cockburn’s influential music.
8:30 PM: Walk With Us (52 minutes) [Unrated]

An exploration of the collaborative work of Janet Cardiff and George Bures Miller, two of Canada’s most acclaimed visual artists. Famed for their site-specific sound pieces, this documentary gives a unique insight into their experimental installations.

THURSDAY, JUNE 17 – SPOTLIGHT ON ARABIC FILM

5:00 PM: (un)veiled: Muslim Women Talk About Hijab (36 minutes) [Unrated]

Introducing the audience to modern Muslim women living in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, (un)veiled discusses the controversial topic of the hijab. The film shows the diverse and lively debates in Muslim societies about the meanings of modernity, emancipation, and feminism. 

Three Films by Nabil Maleh [Unrated]

As part of Luminato’s focus on Syrian culture, three films by Nabil Maleh – one of the pioneers of Syrian filmmaking – are screened.

6:00 PM: The Bright Darkness (45 minutes) [Unrated]

Authors, stage managers, directors, and actors discuss their theatre company of the blind in the city of Aleppo. (English subtitles)

7:00 PM: Tomorrow’s Memory (90 minutes) [Unrated]

This excerpt from a documentary about Iraqi women’s refuge to Syria highlights differing sects and religious ideas, yet similar traumas.
9:00 PM: The Extras (93 minutes) [Unrated]

Hounded by poverty, a young couple struggles to find a space to live and share their love. 

SATURDAY, JUNE 19 – SPOTLIGHT ON FILMS THAT INSPIRE FRIENDSWITHYOU 

11:00 AM: The Dark Crystal (93 minutes) [PG]

Jen embarks on the mysterious quest to find the missing shard of the 1,000 year-old Dark Crystal. Ever since it was damaged, the age of chaos began, and this peace-loving orphan is determined to restore the balance of the universe.

1:00 PM: Labyrinth (102 minutes) [PG]

Growing angry about the fact that she must watch over her half-brother, Sarah summons goblins from her favourite book, The Labyrinth, to steal little Toby. When they actually succeed, she must solve the Goblin King’s Labyrinth in 13 hours or else Toby will turn into a goblin.
3:00 PM: Princess Mononoke (134 minutes) [PG-13] 

Ashitaka, a confident young warrior, is in search of a cure to rid his body of the curse laid upon him. He finds himself amidst a forest battle and encounters Princess Mononoke, a human raised by wolves. Mononoke leads the animals of the forest against an iron mining town that is exploiting and killing all living things around it.

6:00 PM: Pee Wee's Big Adventure (92 minutes) [PG]

Pee Wee goes on his first big adventure to find his beloved shiny new bicycle, which was stolen by his arch nemesis, Francis Buxton.
8:00 PM: Santa Sangre (118 minutes) [R]

A young man confined to a mental hospital is traumatized by flashbacks of his father cutting off his mother’s arms in the name of the church of Santa Sangre. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 20 – SPOTLIGHT ON CLOSING WEEKEND

11:00 AM: Artist Rights: A Double Feature (100 minutes) [Unrated]

Haydn Davies Sculptor: A Compilation

RIP: A remix manifesto

Luminato's production of Homage asks questions about the rights of artists pertaining to the work they create. Trevor Davies, the son of Haydn Davies (the subject of Homage), compiles films that showcase his father's work, featuring interview footage with Haydn Davies, and exploring the controversy surrounding the destruction of his work Homage. RIP: A remix manifesto further challenges the question of ownership in the arts, exploring the issue of remixed work in the music industry.
1:00 PM: Call Cutta (50 minutes) [Unrated]

Another Rimini Protokoll creation, this film documents a theatre piece by the company that explores how Calcutta and Berlin continue to differ and unite. This theatre piece is based on outsourcing, as performers located at a call centre in Calcutta guide a single cellphone caller through the narrow streets of Berlin.
2:30 PM: The Magical Life of Long Tack Sam (106 minutes) [Unrated]

This documentary is about Long Tack Sam, one of the greatest magician vaudeville acts of the early 20th century. His great-granddaughter, filmmaker Ann Marie Fleming, travels the globe searching for his true story.

4:30 PM: Coleman Lemieux & Compagnie Double Feature (98 minutes) [Unrated]

Grasslands: Where Heaven Meets Earth

Feel The Earth Move: The Gros Morne Project

As Luminato’s Artists in Residence, Coleman Lemieux & Compagnie are creating a community-engaged site-specific performance. Two other initiatives where the company worked in residence with hundreds of local community members: in the ranching community of Val Marie, Saskatchewan (Where Heaven Meets Earth) and Newfoundland’s Gros Morne National Park (Feel The Earth Move: The Gros Morne Project). 
ABOUT LUMINATO

For 10 extraordinary days in June, Toronto’s stages, streets, and public spaces are illuminated with arts and creativity. Luminato is an annual multi-disciplinary celebration of theatre, literature, music, food, dance, celebrations, visual arts, fashion, film, and magic. 
For more information, visit luminato.com. Tickets will be available at 10:00 AM, April 15 through all Ticketmaster outlets (call 416-872-1111 or visit www.ticketmaster.ca).

Luminato gratefully acknowledges the generous support and vision of its Luminaries, SuperNova donors, and Patron Circle Members; corporate partners; the presenting partner, L’Oréal; the dedicated government partners; and major media partners.

Luminato Partners: L’Oréal, TELUS, National Bank Financial Group, President’s Choice, OLG, Manulife Financial, Scotiabank Group, Aeroplan, Mill Street Brewery, Porter Airlines.
Government Partners: The Government of Ontario, Government of Canada – Department of Canadian Heritage, City of Toronto, Ontario Arts Council, The British Council, The Consulate General of Spain, The Consulate General of Australia.

Foundation Partners: Ontario Trillium Foundation, The Hal Jackman Foundation, The McLean Foundation, Candy Lee/The Sidney Lee Dream Foundation, The John McKellar Charitable Foundation.

Major Media Partners: CTV, The Globe and Mail, Cineplex, Toronto Star, The Weather Network, Tourism Toronto, St. Joseph Communications, Telelatino Network.
This list represents commitments as of March 18, 2010.
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Laura Barron, Manager, Media Relations and Communications

O: 416-368-3100 ext. 242

C: 416-271-2402

E: lbarron@luminato.com
Nick Poirier, Publicist

O: 416-368-3100 ext. 253

C: 416-807-5345

E: npoirier@luminato.com 

Katie Saunoris, Publicity Coordinator

O: 416-368-3100 ext. 261

E: pr@luminato.com
